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Tantilla schistosa(Bocourt)
Homalocranium schistosumBocourt, 1883:584.Type.locality, "la
Haute Vera Paz" [=Alta Verapaz]and "Mexique" [=Mexico];
restricted to Alta Verapaz, Guatemalaby Smith (1942).Lee·
toholotype,Museum d'Histoire Naturelle Paris 1883-506,sex,
age status, and dateof collectionunknown, collectedby M.·F.
Bocourt (examinedby author).
Tantilla schistosa: Cope, 1887:83.
Homalocranium schistosum:Gunther, 1895:152.
.Tantilla phrenetica Smith, 1942:39.Type.locality, "Cuautlapan,
Veracruz, [Mexico]." Holotype,Nat. Mus. Natur. Hist. (USNM)
110381,female, collected7-14 August 1940by Hobart M.
Smith (examinedby author).
Tantilla schistosa phrenetica: Smith, 1962:13.
Tantilla schistosa schistosa: Smith, 1962:13.
Tantilla schistosa taylori Smith, 1962:17. Type.locality, "Suret·
ka, [Provo Limon], Costa Rica." Holotype, Univ. Kansas Mus.
Natur. Hist. 35627,adult female,collected1August 1954by
Edward H. Taylor (examinedby author).
• CONTENT. No subspeciesare recognized(Wilson, 1982).
• DEFINITIONANDDIAGNOSIS."A speciesof Tantilla with a pale
to dark brown dorsum, with or without a paling of color on the
middorsal scale row. The head pattern consistsof a complete or
medially divided pale nuchal band separatingthe head color from
that of the dorsum. The pale nuchal band begins on the posterior
portion of the parietalsand extendsone·half to two scalesposterior
to the parietals.A postocularpale spot mayor may not be present.
The venter is immaculatecream or reddish orange. Ventrals and
subcaudalsrange from 117 to 147 and 24 to 42, respectively.
Tantilla schistosa may be distinguishedfrom all congenersby hav·
ing a pale to dark brown dorsum with or without a paling of color
on the middorsalscale row, no pale lateral stripe, a pale venter, a
head cap more·or·lessthe samecolor as the dorsum of the body, a
pale nuchal band, 117to 147ventralsand 24 to 42 subcaudals.
• DESCRIPTIONS.Descriptionsof range.widematerialare in Smith
(1962),who recognizedfour subspecies,and Wilson (1982),who
recognizednone. Other descriptionsof more limited scope are in
Boulenger(1896),Darling and Smith (1954),Gunther (1895),Neill
and Allen (1962),Smith (1942,1943),Taylor (1951,1954),Wil·
son and Meyer (1982),and Wilson and Villa (1973).
• ILLUSTRATIONS. Wilson (1982) presented black·and·white
photographsof lateral and dorsal views of the head and anterior
body. Darling and Smith (1954)included a black-and-whitephoto-
graph of the entire body. Bocourt (1883)published pen-and-ink
drawingsof lateral, dorsal, and ventral views of the head and an-
terior body, as well as the rostral and nasal scales.
• DISTRIBUTION. Tantilla schistosa occurs at low, moderate,
and intermediateelevationsof the Caribbeanversant from Veracruz
and Oaxaca, Mexico, to Panama.
• FOSSILRECORD. None.
• PERTINENTLITERATURE. The majority of the literatureon this
species deals with taxonomy. The most important papers on this
aspect of this species'biology are cited elsewherein this account.
Information on habitatpreference is included in Bogert and Duell·
man (1963),Scott (1969),andTaylor (1951).Dataon microhabitat
preference are in Stuart (1943, 1948, 1950).Shannon (1951)
provided a note on activity, and Taylor (1951)one on predation.
Stuart (1948)noted the time of collection of two newborn speci.
mens, which was repeatedby Fitch (1970).
• ETYMOLOGY.The name schistosa is derivedfrom the Latin or
Greek schistos, meaning "split," in presumed allusion to the sep-
aration of the dark head and body color by the pale nuchal band.
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MAP 1. Known distributionof Tantilla schistosa; type-localitytoo indefiniteto plot.
409.2
LiTERATURECiTED
Bocourt, M.-F. 1873-1897.Etudessur les reptiles.Mission scien-
tifique au Mexique et dans I'Amerique Centrale- Recherches
zoologiques.Livr. 2-15,p. 33-860.
Bogert, Charles M., and William E. Duellman. 1963. A new
genus and speciesof colubrid snake from the Mexican state
of Oaxaca. Amer. Mus. Novit. (2162):1-15.
Boulenger, G. A. 1896. Catalogue of the snakes in the British
Museum (Natural History), Vol. 3. Taylor and Francis, Lon-
don. xiv +727p.
Cope, E. D. 1887.Catalogueof batrachiansand reptilesof Cen-
tral America and Mexico. u.s.Nat. Mus. Bull. 32:1-98.
Darling, Donald M., and Hobart M. Smith. 1954.A collectionof
reptiles and amphibiansfrom eastern Mexico. Trans. Kansas
Acad. Sci. 15:180-195.
Fitch, Henry S. 1970.Reproductivecyclesin lizardsand snakes.
Univ. Kansas Mus. Natur. Hist., Misc. Publ. (52):1-247.
Gunther, A. 1885-1902.Biologia Centrali-Americana. Reptilia
and Batrachia. Porter, London. xx +326p.
Neill, Wilfred T., and Ross Allen. 1962. Reptiles of the Cam-
bridge expeditionto British Honduras, 1959-1960.Herpe-
tologica 18:79-91.
Scott, Norman J., Jr. 1969. A zoogeographicanalysis of the
snakesof CostaRica. Ph.D. Thesis,Univ. So. California.390p.
Shannon,Frederick A. 1951.Notes on a herpetologicalcollection
from Oaxaca and other localitiesin Mexico. Proc. U.S. Nat.
Mus. 101:465-484.
Smith, Hobart M. 1942. A resume of Mexican snakes of the
genus Tantilla.Zoologica 27:33-42.
1943.Summary of the collectionsof snakesand crocodilians
madein Mexico under the Walter Rathbone Bacon Traveling
Scholarship.Froc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 93:393-504.
1962.The subspeciesof Tantillaschistosaof Middle Amer-
ica. Herpetologica 18:13-18.
Stuart, 1. C. 1943.Commentson the herpetofaunaof the Sierra
de los Cuchumatenesof Guatemala.Occas. Pap. Mus. Zool.
Univ. Michigan (471):1-28.
1948.The amphibiansand reptiles of Alta Verapaz, Guate-
mala. Misc. Publ. Mus. Zool. Univ. Michigan (69):1-109.
1950.A geographicstudy of the herpetofaunaof Alta Ver-
apaz, Guatemala.Contrib. Lab. Vertebr. BioI. Univ. Michigan
(45):1-77.
Taylor, Edward H. 1951.A brief review of the snakesof Costa
Rica. Univ. Kansas Sci. Bull. 34:3-188.
1954.Further studieson the serpentsof Costa Rica. Univ.
Kansas Sci. Bull. 36:673-801.
Wilson, Larry David. 1982. A review of the colubrid snakes of
the genusTantillaof Central America. Milwaukee Publ. Mus.
Contrib. BioI. Geol. (52):1-77.
and John R. Meyer. 1982. The snakes of Honduras. Mil-
waukee Publ. Mus. Contrib. BioI. Geol. (6):1-159.
-, and Jaime Villa. 1973.Colubrid snakesof the genus Tantilla
from Nicaragua. Bull. S. California Acad. Sci. 72:93-96.
LARRY DAVID WILSON, MIAMI-DADE COMMUNITYCOLLEGE,MIAMI,
FLORIDA33176.
Primary editor for this account, Jaime D. Villa.
Published27March 1987.Copyright 1987by the SOCIETYFORTHE
STUDYOF AMPHIBIANSANDREPTILES.
